(2) On the territory of North of Asia, the resettlement processes were extremely uneven. From the ancient times till present, the North of Siberia, in comparison with the Southern Asia, is not widely populated. However, one of the regions of Northern Asia, the West Siberian Plain was radically different in population. In the Bronze Age and the Early Iron Age, in the taiga zone of Western Siberia, the number of settlements of hunter-gatherer communities surpassed the number of settlements of modern aborigines, who have a complex economy. (3) This phenomenon concerns only the taiga zone of the North of Western Siberia, where archaeologists have identified about 700 of fortified settlements. This situation is unique, since there is no such concentration recorded in the neighbouring territories of the Arctic, Eastern and North-Eastern Europe.
 (4) While analyzing the general question of resettlement and adaptation processses on this territory and studying the phenomenon of population concentration in the taiga zone, we conducted a primary historical and architectural analysis of the fortified settlements from the middle of the 1st millennium BC till the middle of the II millenium AD. (5) As an example among the ten major archaeological complexes we have chosen the largest one "Sorovskiye Lakes", because it is the least damaged by anthropogenic impact and visually well distinguishable (6)
(8) The research tasks included: chronological differentiation of topographic plans for defensive-residential complexes; the initial architectural analysis of the composition and the planning structure of defensive-residential complexes; a comparative analysis with the complexes of the territory of steppe zone of Eurasia in the south.

(9) The defensive-residential complex is a group of buildings united on a specially planned territory surrounded by the system of defencive constructions. Sandy soils of the taiga zone of Western Siberia preserve the configuration of the remains of archaeological objects very well – the dwelling  pits, remains of wall constructions can be visually well fixated on the surface. The study of archaeological complexes will allow us to analyze the chronology and intensity of the settlement of the territory of North Asia.
The Origins

In modern historiography, the ancient population of this region is considered to be the small Ural race which was formed in the Neolithic period as a mixture of Asian and European anthropological types. The north was not the ancestral home, all population groups of the North of Asia are newcomers there were systematic migrations of the population from the southern territories to the North.

It is known that the earliest fortified settlements in the taiga zone of the North of Western Siberia appear in the Neolithic-Eneolithic (VII-III millennium BC). Only 2 objects are known reliably, but they have not been archaeologically studied. Defensive-residential complexes of the Late Bronze Age - the II - I millenium BC are not found, most of the objects of this period are individual dwellings that do not have any architectural and planning connection with defensive-residential complexes of later periods. 
The number of already known archaeological sites of the early Iron Age on the territory of the North of Western Siberia is about 300. In the subsequent period from the IVth century till the beginning of the 14th century AD the number is growing and it's about 350 objects. During the XV-XVIII centuries the number of fortified settlements is significantly reduced  up to 50 sites.
From the VIII-VII centuries BC at the beginning of the early Iron Age, the defensive-residential complexes were widely distributed throughout the territory. It is thought that the idea of building the defensive-recidental complexes came to the North with migrants from southern steppen. Of course, the complexes of the North of Western Siberia are not that big in comparison with the ones from steppen, they are no more than 50 by 100 m. This fact can be explained by the climate conditions, the need to maintain the heat level inside the house in a severe and prolonged winter, by different landscape conditions, because these are not steppen, are forests, as well as the building materials.
How did the migrants get there? (9) Most settlements of the southern steppe zone are located on small tributaries of the Tobol river, which connects the steppes of the Southern Ural with the territory of the North of Western Siberia. We think that the most logical way from the southern territories to the taiga is through the basin of the Tobol river, then the Irtysh river, and then along the Ob basin, up to the Arctic lands. Probably, this is how defensive-residential complexes appeared on the territory of the North of Asia and they existed until the first third of the 18th century. ….Fortified settlements of the Southern Ural in the early Iron Age dissapear. This was the time when on the territory of the North of Western Siberia that construction type with a similar planning structure has only appeared. (10) This is a comparison table of the farmers of the south and the hunters-gatheners of the north.
(11)The archaeological complex "Sorovskiye Lakes" is 101 objects of archeology and ethnography of different time of functioning. Among them there are 38 defensive-residential complexes.

The methodology for the architectural analysis of plans for defensive-residential complexes consist of graphically restoring the main planning elements - the fortification system and the residential complex. (10) The axes of the defensive system are mainly carried along the middle part of the site. (11) The axes in the residential complex are drawn along the main directions of the location of the buildings, as well as along the central "streets". 
The first fortified settlements in the Sorovskiye Lakes region appear in the Bronze Age. However, they can not be called defensive-residential complexes, since in fact they are separately standing fortified dwellings.
So the defensive-residential complexes, which include a residential area with no less than four buildings, appear here only from the 8-7 century BC, in the early Iron Age. In total there are 22 defensive-residential complexes of the early Iron Age. The medieval period following the early Iron Age is represented by 16 defensive-residential complexes.

The fortification system of defensive-residential complexes at different chronological stages remains unchanged, there are – defensive walls and moats (ditches), but varies in massiveness - during the VII - XII centuries AD an increase in the  massiveness of the defensive system is recorded. The system of fortification of 3 defensive residential complexes of the Middle Ages, located on capes, is supplemented by steep slopes.
The number of dwellings of defensive-residential complexes is also changing:
The maximum number of dwellings of the early Iron Age is 13;
The maximum number of medieval dwellings is 8.
The dimensions of defensive-residential complexes change over time: in the early Iron Age - the average size 50x35 m, the maximum 100x51 m; in the Middle Ages - the average size of 45x30 m., maximum 77x56 m.. From documentary sources it is known that one dwelling was occupied by a family of 6-8 people. The number of family-clan communities of a single defensive-residential complex is on average about 50-70 people.
By the III-IV centuries AD the number of dwellings of the clan community is decreasing, and the massiveness of the defensive system is growing. According to the analysis of the planning structure of the defensive-residential complexes of the Sorovskiye Lakes, social differentiation of society is not recorded. There are no pronounced differences in the size and location of dwellings on the residential site.
   In the XII-XIII centuries AD defensive-residential complexes of the Sorovskiye Lakes disappear. 
Two basic planning systems are distinguished: mixed and regular.

(15) In a mixed planning system, several elements are located outside the general structure or in most cases, within a clear geometric defensive system there are chaotic random housing constructions.

(16) In the regular planning system there is a certain arrangement of the elements, there is the parallel and perpendicular arrangement of dwellings within a clear geometric defensive system. In most cases, this system is symmetrical in the placement of elements or groups of elements.

In the regular planning system, two planning structures are distinguished: rectangular, rectangular-diagonal. It is determined that 75% of defensive-residential complexes belong to a rectangular planning system.
(17) In a rectangular structure, the shape of the defensive system in the plan is rectangular or close to rectangular, the main axes of the residential complex are straight, parallel and perpendicular to the central axis. Possible options for organizing the defensive system as a rectangle with truncated corners or with protrusions. (18) What was the reason for variations of plans is not yet known reliably. Perhaps, it was the desire to fit into the landscape, or to avoid obstacles. The deviation from straight lines and right angles is a result of imperfect construction technologies and tools. (19)
In a rectangular-diagonal structure, (20) the shape of the defensive system is polygonal in plan, the main planning axes of the residential complex are straight, parallel to each other, perpendicular and at a different angle. This structure includes 4 defensive-residential complexes of the early Iron Age - and 2 defensive-residential complexes of the Middle Ages.

In the XII-XIII centuries AD defensive-residential complexes of the Sorovskiye Lakes disappear.
(22) A comparative analysis of the fortified settlements of the Sorovskiye Lakes from the VIII-VII centuries BC to XII century AD on the territory of the North of Western Siberia and fortified settlements of the Bronze Age in the steppe zone of the Southern Ural showed that there were common planning principles. 
(23) Residential architecture is one of the elements of human adaptation to the environment and climatic conditions. Architecture reflects the traditions of house building and the adaptation of the mankind to the new natural conditions, as well as the main stages in the development of society and social relations.

(24) Thus, we can consider the planning structure and architecture of defensive-residential complexes along with the geographical aspects and material culture as one of the signs of a gradual transformation of the culture of farmers into the culture of hunter-gatherers. The farmers from the steppes of the South Ural, moved to the taiga of the North of Western Siberia and they completely lost the agriculture, they abandoned deer breeding and new hunting methods and, as a result, a new culture of hunter-gatherers was formed.
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